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Introduction:  Jesus told this parable while standing by the Sea of Galilee.  

Matthew 13:24-30  "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field.  25 "But while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went away.  26 "But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, then the tares became evident also.  27 "The slaves of the landowner came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?'  28 "And he said to them, 'An enemy has done this!' The slaves said to him, 'Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?'  29 "But he said, 'No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them.  30 'Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my barn."'"

Some believe Jesus taught the impossibility of distinguishing  the tares from the wheat, but in fact He acknowledges that it is possible to pull up the tares.  He just tells us not to do it because we will do it imperfectly.  As a result the local church has always had the problem of the tares and the wheat existing side by side. It is God’s will for the church!  
I think there is another reason why Jesus commanded us not to go “weed pulling” in His wheat field.  The judgments of the heart are known only to the man himself and to God.  It is entirely too easy to declare someone else a “tare” because of a disagreement or doctrinal difference.  Christ did not allow this kind of judgment in His church.    
But, in I Thessalonians, Paul begins by affirming their standing with God.   He speaks to them and about them with a stunning confidence in their spiritual condition.  What would make Paul so certain about their relationship to Christ?  Was Paul unaware of the parable of Jesus that we just read?  Unthinkable!  Was every member of this church really in this kind of spiritual condition?  Unlikely!   There is another, perhaps less obvious, explanation for the way Paul speaks to this church.  He is speaking to the wheat!   The tares may listen.  They may be instructed, preached to, prayed for and even loved by Christ’s shepherd’s, but God, through Paul, is speaking to His Elect….His redeemed….His Bride, when He says: 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-4  Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.  2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers;  3 constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father,  4 knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you;

If I were to ask you to tell me how you know that you are a Christian or how you know that you are going to heaven, what would you actually say to me?  Would you say that you once did something or professed something about Jesus Christ?  Is your confidence in things done or said in the past?  
Let me try to put this same question in a slightly different form, “Since you became a Christian, in what ways has your heart changed toward God. What things in your daily life, with its thoughts, actions and emotions, have changed?  
I have intentionally chosen to call believers “The Elect” this morning, not because I have a theological axe to grind, but because the Scripture here refers to them this way.  Paul is speaking to Christ’s possession.  The entire world may listen and does, but what is said here is true only of the repentant, blood washed children of God.  “knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you.”  His “Electing” of you.  
We are going to work backward through the text this morning by asking the question, “who are Christ’s Elect?”  How are they recognized?  What are the common characteristics of those who have been beloved and chosen by the Living God?  No men are simply chosen for salvation and left unchanged by God.  Men and women are chosen for transformation into the image of Christ.  It is a reconciliation of the sinner to his creator by Grace alone.  It is the granting of a new heart and with it many blessed realities.  God’s Elect are described in this passage as those who:

· Possess Grace and Peace [1]

· Perform a Work of Faith  [3]

· Practice a Labor of Love [3b]

· Propagate Hope in Christ [3c]

I fear that the church is not asking itself such questions in our day.  I worry that we give  credence to profession of Christ than possession of Christ.  God here speaks of the characteristics of those who possess Christ or perhaps we should say are possessed by Christ.  Paul made a similar observation of believers in Galatians when he said;   
Galatians 4:9  9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?

Possess Grace and Peace [1]
1 Thessalonians 1:1  Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.
Grace to you and peace:  Perhaps you can give the classic definition of unmerited favor, but do we fully grasp what has been given to us.   

Romans 3:23-24   23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;

Some say that God supplies what we lack in our attempts to meet His righteous standard.  Since we all fall short, we all need grace, only some need more grace than others to make up the difference.  But is this the true meaning of saving Grace?  Does God accept any of our righteousness as payment toward salvation?  No.  

Isaiah 64:6  6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

The Grace of God is seen even back in Isaiah:

Isaiah 55:1  Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost.  

The invitation is to those who have NO MONEY.  God gives.  All things belong to God, even the money in your check book and the food in your refrigerator. This is no time to be unclear about such things.  Do you believe that God is the giver and ultimate owner of all things?  Saving Grace asserts that God is the sole possessor of righteousness.  We may come to Him for it, but we may not bring any of ours with us. 
But, sadly, we do not continue to live in grace. God says that we are bankrupt!  We have nothing and can buy nothing and we believe this at salvation.  But….then a strange thing happens.  Jerry Bridges puts it this way: 
“After we become Christians we begin to put away our more obvious sins.  We also start attending church, put money in the offering and maybe join a small group Bible study.  We see some positive change in our lifestyle, and we begin to feel pretty good about ourselves.  We are now ready to emerge from bankruptcy and pay our own way in the Christian life.  

Then the day comes when we fall on our face spiritually.  We lapse back into an old sin, or we fail to do what we should have done.  Because we think we are now on our own, paying our own way, we assume we have forfeited all blessings from God for some undetermined period of time.  Our expectations of God’s blessing depends on how well we feel we are living the Christian life.  We declared temporary bankruptcy to get into His kingdom, so now we think we can and must pay our own way with God . We were saved by grace, but we are living by performance.” 

God’s chosen live in the grip of grace. Do you realize that when Christ died for you all your sins were future.  Countless Christians believe that Christ only cancelled the sins they committed before salvation, but this is untrue.  

Colossians 2:13 When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,

God saved a helpless sinner by grace. Placed him into His family by grace. Gave Him the Holy Spirit to begin to transform him by grace. Will never leave us or forsake us because of grace. Will finish the work He has begun by Grace.   You are a child of God.  All this by grace.  Grace flows to You every moment.  
And peace:  This is not an after thought it is a logical conclusion.   There is no peace apart from Grace.  You can never be good enough to be accepted by God and you can never be good enough to earn His help in your Christian life.  God does not give grace because we deserve it,  He gives it because we need it.  There is an unexplainable peace that engulfs the soul of those who deserve nothing, own nothing, and are therefore not clamoring or struggling for anything.  Such a man has apprehended Grace and its blessed companion peace.  
Perform a Work of Faith [3a]
I Thessalonians 1:3 constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father,
Constantly bearing in mind:  Paul says here that he is always remembering certain things about them.  Grace and Peace are accompanied by the three things Paul is about to mention.  He remembers that they are like this and in verse four will tell us why they are like this.  
NIV 1 Thessalonians 1:4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you,
This is the first of the three things he is remembering about these brothers and sisters.  Is it a work or is it faith?  Let’s understand the concept together.  The word “work” does not just mean something we do to earn something.  I worked on this sermon.  I worked on finishing a book.  People work at their marriage or attitudes.  Work is therefore something that occupies our time, energy and concentration.  It the case of God’s elect that occupation is with Faith.  And let us define faith right now so that we will not misunderstand what our occupation is to be.  Faith is the often misunderstood word that describes trust.  And trust is in God and Christ our Savior.  Are you conscious of your complete inability to provide salvation, food, health and safety for yourselves?  Do you really believe, when you say grace that you were given this food by God?  If we are living in the grip of Biblical Grace then we will and must occupy ourselves with trusting Him. How will we get through these present circumstances?  We will occupy ourselves with trusting Christ.  Will we work hard? Absolutely, but we will trust Christ and give Him Praise and worship as the one who enables and provides even through mundane means like work.   Grace and Peace always produce a Work of Faith.  
Practice Labor of Love  [3b]
The second of these three is not at all what appears to be.  We say that so and so cleaned the church as a “labor of love.”  That is the way we would use this phrase, but it is not at all what the Scripture intends by it here.  The Greek word for “labor” is not the same as for “work.”  It speaks of grief and pain.  
“the labor to which love prompts, and which voluntarily assumes and endures trouble and pains for the salvation of others  Thayer
It is a lot of grief to love.  Men think of love as something that gives to them.  We love what pleases us.  We love those who love us and give us some satisfaction.  
1 Corinthians 13:4-8   4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,  5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered,  6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;  7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  8 Love never fails;

Does this sound easy to you?  No!  Love becomes a grief when we are loving the unlovely or those who simply will not or cannot give us anything in return.   Such love is sacrificial and Christlike.  It is the exclusive possession of Christ’s elect because only He has it to give.  It is their hallmark and by it men will know that God exists. It is given through the work of the Holy Spirit.  When you see it you know you are in the presence of God’s people. 
1 John 4:12-13   12 No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.  13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.
Propagate Hope in Christ [3c]
Steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ:  Here God describes people who are living daily in the awareness of their complete need for Christ.  Does this describe you?  Perhaps you are able to see yourself as needy, but do you see Jesus Christ as the only,  I mean the one and only place to have that need met.  How will we ever be those who hope in Christ alone?  We must go back to the Cross if we are ever to claim this as our daily experience.  

We have already learned that we are bankrupt before a holy God.  We could not save ourselves, because we are soaked in sin.  We have violated God’s righteous laws in every conceivable way.  We have lied, we have lusted and coveted.  We have stolen and yes we have had other gods. Things and people we looked to for help, satisfaction and sustenance.  At the Cross we met Christ who is the all forgiving and all sufficient one.  

Now my beloved brothers and sisters.  Have you gradually begun to carry your own burden and pay your own way?  Has your abject need given way to an urgency to perform for God.  To be good, do good, act good and live up to your own expectations of yourself?  The sure evidence of that is now brought out for us to behold.  What do we hope in.  

· Money:  It can be lost, stolen, burned or just spent.  

Ecclesiastes 5:10-11  10 He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves abundance with its income. This too is vanity.  11 When good things increase, those who consume them increase. So what is the advantage to their owners except to look on?

· Possessions:  They can disappear just about as fast a bird can take to the wing.   
Proverbs 23:4-5   4 Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, Cease from your consideration of it.  5 When you set your eyes on it, it is gone. For wealth certainly makes itself wings Like an eagle that flies toward the heavens.
· Relationships:  They often go bad for any number of reasons. They are never to be the source of our satisfaction but the means of demonstrating our satisfaction with Christ. 
1 Peter 2:20-21  when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.  21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,
Who are the Elect?  They are not religious.  They cannot be self-declared.  They are possessors of Christ and not mere professors.  Paul is speaking to God’s redeemed, His Church in Thessalonica, His chosen.  Paul knows there are tares in the church.  He knows there are false teachers and false professors, but he speaks to the Elect.
1 Thessalonians 1:4   4 knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you;

We could never know who the Elect of God are.  That is really not the question.  Perhaps we should ask it this way;  Are the redeemed of God identifiable in some way.  The answer here seems to be a definite yes.  God is at work in His Children.  If you are trusting your life and eternity to Christ, God is at work in your life also.  God’s Word moves our minds and hearts to look again and perhaps afresh upon the Cross.  Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  Consider the implications of Christ loving and choosing you.  Jesus Christ did everything for you.  He was then and continues to this day to be, sufficient for you.  Ask yourself today, “Why am I distressed and lack peace?”  “Why am I anxious and afraid?”  “Why am I never satisfied?”   May God give us the ability today to see the answer.  We are looking to an insufficient world and not to an all sufficient Savior.  
CONCLUSION

This is why the first thing God gives to His people is Grace.  When we comprehend God’s total sufficiency and our complete dependence upon Christ it changes everything for us. Our daily lives can begin to trust Him to continue in His care for us.  The Same Jesus who chose you before creating the world and then went knowingly to the Cross to purchase your eternal life….that Jesus, is the one who sustains you today.  This is the Work of Faith; to occupy yourselves with trusting Christ for all things.  

If Christ so loved us, then we ought to and have power to love one another.  This is the defining characteristic of Christ’s disciples.  And, we will do it even when it is costly.  We will go again and again to the spring of the Spirit for the Love, Joy and Peace that He gives.   This is the Labor of Love;  to toil, and even suffer for the love of Christ and for others.  

All this logically leads to this final thought.  We cannot and will not hope in this world.  Christ elect are steadfast in their hope in Christ Jesus.  The one who died is sufficient.  He is enough for us.  He can satisfy our souls fully.  
Ask for a verdict:  Are you willing to live in a state of Grace; receiving life daily just as you received it for Salvation.  Willing to look to someone else for your strength, resources, and even love and affection?  Would you be willing to renounce strength for weakness?  Self sufficiency for full dependence?  This may seem extreme to you but it is the Christian Gospel.  We are His chosen.  He has called us to come with Him. This is what Jesus intended when He said:  
Luke 9:24-26   24 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it.  25 "For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?  26 "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.
And Paul explained these same thoughts to the Corinthians when He confessed to them that: 
2 Corinthians 12:7-10  7 Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me-- to keep me from exalting myself!  8 Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me.  9 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.
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